FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:
Wayne Lindsey


Arnold Media Services



303-863-8803



wayne@arnmedia.com
Date:

March 15, 2010
The Tesoro Cultural Center’s Annual Indian Market & Powwow Celebrates its 10th Anniversary
May 15 & 16, 2010
Morrison, CO — United States. The 10th Annual Indian Market & Powwow, to be held this year on Saturday, May 15 and Sunday, May 16, 2010 on the grounds of The Fort in Red Rocks Country, will feature exciting new Powwow competitions, educational programs for families and over 50 Top Award Winning Native American artists demonstrating their art and celebrating authentic Native American history and culture. Hawk Quest will demonstrate with live owls, hawks and eagles, and other raptors that are important to Native culture and will bring a live eagle into the Powwow dance circle and include the Eagle in the Grand Entry. The event will run from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. both days.

Since its creation, The Tesoro Cultural Center has grown considerably through its diverse, family-friendly programming and partnerships with remarkable sponsors and respected educational institutions. The Indian Market & Powwow has expanded to include several hands-on educational activities provided by The Denver Museum of Nature & Science. The Council for Indigenous Arts and Culture (CIAC), an organization that promotes and protects Native arts and culture by means of education and technical assistance, will be at The Indian Market & Powwow to help ensure that all Market artists are affiliated with a registered tribe and all materials used in their art are natural and authentic. CIAC also will educate attendees on what are authentic Native arts and crafts and how to identify imitations from authentic at their educational booth. 
In addition, a juried art show will take place with fifty of the country’s most revered Native American artists showing and selling their wares. Powwow performers will not only demonstrate Traditional, Shawl, Fancy, Grass, and Jingle dances, they will educate visitors about their meaning and historical significance. While the Powwow preserves traditions, it also falls on Armed Forces Day, providing a timely opportunity to honor Native Americans who serve in all branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. Food, storytelling, music, educational activities, and dancing will take place all weekend long. 
Event: The 10th Annual Indian Market & Powwow

Date: Saturday, May 15th & Sunday, May 16th, 2010
Time: 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. both days

Place: The Fort: 19192 Hwy 8, Morrison, CO 80465- Hwy 285 and Hwy 8- In Red Rocks Country, just 22 minutes drive from downtown Denver
Tickets: $6/Adults, $3/Seniors & Students, Free/Children under 12. 

Tickets are available at the door. 

 The Tesoro Cultural Center (Tesoro means “treasure” in Spanish) is committed to protecting and making available to the community the artistic treasures of our American past. All Tesoro events are inspired by Colorado’s rich history and shared experiences with Southwest, Spanish, Mexican, Native American, African American and Early European cultures. From art and cuisine to historical re-enactments and music, the Tesoro Cultural Center’s mission is to create community-based events and educational outreach programs designed to enrich and celebrate our cultural heritage. For more information, visit www.tesorocultural center.org or call 303-839-1671.  For additional photos, please contact Wayne Lindsey at 303-863-8803 or wayne@arnmedia.com.
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· The Tesoro Cultural Center (Tesoro means "Treasure" in Spanish) is committed to protecting and making available to the community the artistic treasures of our American past. All Tesoro events are inspired by Colorado’s rich history and shared experiences with Southwest, Spanish, Mexican, Native American, African American and Early European cultures.

· The Tesoro Cultural Center was created in December 1999 and is a Colorado 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

· The Indian Market is the largest juried Native American art show in the Colorado area and attracts over 50 artists from more than 22 different tribes and 11 different states. Event proceeds help support the Tesoro Cultural Center.

· The Council for Indigenous Arts and Culture (CIAC) is an organization that educates the public about authentic Native American art and history in order to preserve the culture and its integrity. The CIAC is involved with the Indian Market to help ensure that all participating artists are affiliated with a registered tribe and all materials used in their art are natural and authentic. 

· The Powwow held each year, organized by the Emhoolah-Sankey family (Kiowa/Arapahoe), honors Native American Armed Forces Veterans. The event falls on Armed Forces Day, May 15th. Previous honorees have included the family of Lori Piestewa, a Hopi soldier who was killed in Iraq helping to save Jessica Lynch and Korean War veteran and Denver March Powwow co-founder John Emhoolah.

· Powwow performers compete in Traditional, Shawl, Fancy, Grass, and Jingle dance categories while visitors are educated about each dance’s meaning and historical significance.
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INSIDE THE INDIAN MARKET

The artists and judges behind the Tesoro Cultural Center’s 10th Annual Indian Market & Powwow

Morrison, CO - The popularity of Native American artwork is, ironically, a primary threat to its existence. Fascination with Native culture and demand for its artifacts has led to the mass production of imitations. Because they are typically lower in price and more easily accessed than authentic Native American art, the demand for genuine pieces-and the artists who create them- has declined significantly. Recognizing the dilemma, the Tesoro Cultural Center (with assistance from The Council for Indigenous Arts and Culture or CIAC) established the Indian Market & Powwow to showcase authentic Native American art and to educate the public about its cultural significance, value, and the traditional methods used in its creation. At the Indian Market & Powwow, which will celebrate its Tenth year on May 15th and 16h, 2010, guests experience the work of more than 50 of the nation’s most revered Native American artists and take in a competition powwow. 

Artists who participate in the Indian Market are screened and invited by the Tesoro Cultural Center. To be eligible for participation, artists are asked to provide verification of Native American tribal affiliation and proof that their work is personally hand-created. Many Indian Market artists have participated in nationally recognized art events (such as the SWAIA Indian Market, The Eiteljorg Museum Indian Market and The Santa Fe Indian Market) and their art has been featured at respected institutions that include The Heard Museum, The Eiteljorg Museum and The Smithsonian Institute.

The day before the Indian Market opens to the public, artists may submit their work for judging in the categories of Easel Art, Jewelry, Pottery, Sculpture, and Traditional Arts. Artists’ pieces are scored based on the criteria of technical skill and impact. Technical skill reflects the degree of difficulty, use of materials, and attention to detail in an artist’s piece; impact considers design, originality, creativity, use of color and the cultural representation of a piece. The Tesoro Cultural Center requires a high level of expertise on Native art for judging the juried art show. 
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