
Tonialia M. Lee, Yatahey, New Mexico
Navajo 
Silversmith

Tonialia M. Lee, a third generation Navajo 
silversmith, is from the small community of Twin 
Lakes, New Mexico, which sits just north of Gallup 
on the Navajo Reservation.

She is the Granddaughter of the late Senator 
Tom K. Lee, an influential leader who laid the 
foundation for the family business. A respected 
man, whom during his term in office, helped pass 
the Bill which requires Native American artists 
to stamp their jewelry to protect the authenticity 

of their work. She is also the Grand daughter to Emma Lee, who still resides with the 
family and oversees the family business. Emma is a seam stress known for her work 
in sewing the Navajo Nation Flag which now hangs in the museum located in Window 
Rock, Arizona. Tonialia, learned the art of making jewelry at an early age. With her 
biological father absent from her life, she bonded with her uncle, the late Clarence Lee, a 
respected jeweler in his own right. Clarence became a mentor to Tonialia, and soon she 
developed her own skills and began working within the family business. Her first piece, 
a silver hummingbird pin, created at the age of 16, was entered into the Gallup Indian 
Ceremonial show and won first place. Tonialia, then entered a silver concho belt into a 
show at the Indian Market in Santa Fe, New Mexico and again was honored first place 
awards for her piece.

Today, you’ll likely find Tonialia, interacting with buyers at various shows and powwow’s. 
She still travels with her family, alongside her talented grandmother, aunts, and cousins 
who all continue to represent the Lee family name proudly. From her first hummingbird 
piece to the intricate designs she now displays, you’ll know that her work has evolved 
and continues to progress into her own unique craftsmanship. She is an artist who takes 
a lot of pride in her work and is happy to share many stories of how she incorporates her 
thoughts into masterpieces of art.


