
Jolene Bird, Santo Domingo, New Mexico 
Santo Domingo Pueblo 
Jewelry

A member of the Santo 
Domingo Pueblo tribe, 
Jolene Bird has been 
designing and crafting 
jewelry in semi-precious 
stones and sterling silver 
for over twenty years. Her 
unique inlay work in the 
traditional style was honed 
at an early age from her 
grandfather who taught her 
how to select the highest 
quality stones and shape 
them into intricate designs. 
She studied the art of 
silversmithing at Po Arts in 

Pojoaque Pueblo and grew into her own exclusive designs that are 
now recognized by discriminating collectors worldwide. Jolene’s 
distinctive style was acknowledged in the 2011-2012 edition of 
A Cup of Cappuccino for Entrepreneurs Spirit: American Indian 
Entrepreneurs. Her exceptional contemporary jewelry continues to 
earn top awards at prestigious juried art shows. 



Mariah Cuch: Fort Duchesne, Utah
Ute 
Beadwork

Throughout her life Mariah Cuch has been 
attached to artwork. Beginning in childhood 
and seeing her through college, her artwork 
gave her peace of expression and balance.

Mariah practices many mediums, from two 
dimensional works of watercolor to pen 
and ink and painting. She works in three 
dimensional areas as well such as with her 
beading. Taught by her grandmother, she 
has beaded since she was eight years old. 
Beadwork is a traditional art of the Ute tribe 
and had been practiced in Mariah’s family 
since the arrival of the bead. 

Mariah believes beadwork is similar to 
walking. Beading in a sense is a simple act of 
tacking 2mm glass beads to a simple backing 
and many people can do that. Beadwork in 

the way of art is a marathon; it paces itself slow to your life. It paces 
itself to ebbs of emotions. Only through deep dedication and vision 
is the end reached.

Beadwork has given Mariah a firm place to stand in her life. When 
she could not paint in oils, she beaded. When she could not carve 
stones, she beaded. When she could not carve stone, she beaded and 
when she could not set a torch to steel, she beaded.



Lynn Burnette, Sr., Loveland, Colorado
Lakota 
Watercolor, oil and acrylic paintings, bronze sculptures

Lynn Burnette, Sr. was born 
north of Mission, South 
Dakota, on the Rosebud 
Indian Reservation. From 
an early age, he began to 
sketch whenever he could 
when he was not busy 
with chores or learning 
the skills or ranching. 
Entering adulthood, he was 
a rodeo cowboy and rancher 
working on several cattle 

ranches in different parts of the west. He still sketched from time to 
time but did not realize his passion for art until later in life. 

Lynn’s grandfather had a tremendous influence on his life and 
would always share stories or teach him of the past. That, mixed 
with his passion for creativity and self-expression, fuels his 
artwork. 



Nelson Garcia, Phoenix, Arizona
Kewa Pueblo, New Mexico 
Jewelry

Nelson Garcia was born in 1955 in the village of Santo 
Domingo Pueblo, New Mexico. As one of the eldest 
of a large family, he shared in the responsibilities 
as he worked in the fields and helped his father, Joe 
Jay Garcia, a silversmith with talents in traditional 
designs and Heishi necklaces. Nelson learned that any 
job can be completed but if not done correctly, it is a 
pointless task. In grade school Nelson created his first 
works. Buying silver from his uncle, he would make 
silver cones that are used as the ending tips to a Heishi 
necklace. Once completed, he would walk throughout 
the village selling his silver cones to the many artists. 

After high school Nelson moved to Phoenix where 
he worked in a local jewelry store as a silversmith. In 
1975, he married his wife Helen, a Navajo from the 

Naakaii Dine’e clan, and began not only a family but a business of his own as well. 

With his creations packed and loaded into his car he drove to Page, Arizona, for his first 
art show. That day Nelson made his first sale as an independent artist; sadly, that was 
his only sale for that day. One ring, in which he had to debate the price. With a fresh $14 
in hand, he persisted and drove to the Coconino Center in Flagstaff, Arizona. This bold 
step would define his business ethic. He would attend this next art show with high hopes 
and patient hands. Driving home later that night with $480 in his pocket, his American 
dream had become a reality.

As the years have passed, Nelson has won many distinguished awards at some of the 
nation’s largest art exhibits. From the Santa Fe Indian Market to Red Earth in Oklahoma 
City. His jewelry has traveled into the heart of Europe with shows in Germany, Austria 
and Switzerland. He has formed relationships of trust with his many customers in the 
western world. 



Jesse T. Hummingbird, Bisbee, Arizona
Cherokee 
Acrylics

Jesse, 3/4 Cherokee and a tribal member 
of the Cherokee Nation, was born in 1952 
in Tahlequah, OK, capital of the Cherokee 
Nation. He spent his childhood mostly in 
the deep South with frequent trips back to 
Oklahoma. He attended junior and senior 
high schools in Nashville, TN, and went on 
to study art at Watkins Institute, Middle 
Tennessee State University, the University of 
Tennessee, taking all the art classes he could 
but never earning a degree. As an adult he 
earned a graphics arts certificate at Nashville 
Tech and took classes at The American 

Academy of Art in Chicago. He now often takes classes at Cochise Community College.

He established himself as a successful printer, graphic artist, and commercial illustrator 
with publishing companies in Chicago and Dallas before becoming a full-time artist 
in 1983. Living in Tulsa at the time, Jesse turned his total effort to creating American 
Indian art. He pursues both Cherokee and other American Indian themes in his acrylic 
paintings. He has won several awards at regional and national American Indian shows 
and museums, including the Inter-Tribal Ceremonial, Heard Museum, and Santa Fe 
Indian Market.

In 2017, Jesse was selected by the Cherokee Nation as a Cherokee National Living 
Treasure. Those selected are actively involved with the preservation and revival 
of traditional cultural practices that are in danger of being lost from generation to 
generation.

Jesse currently exhibits at approximately 18 shows during the year, primarily in the 
southwest. He and his wife Sandy currently live in Bisbee, AZ.

From: https://jessethummingbird.com/about.html

https://jessethummingbird.com/about.htm


Deborah Lujan, Taos, New Mexico
Taos Pueblo 
Photography

Deborah Lujan is a landscape photographer who 
specializes in images of her ancestral home, Taos 
Pueblo, New Mexico. Marked by a strong sense of 
composition and depth, the intersection of light 
and shadow evoke both movement and internal 
rhythm.

Ms. Lujan has shown her work at various 
prestigious Native American juried shows such as 
the Santa Fe Indian Market, the Heard Museum 
Guild Indian Fair & Market in Phoenix, the 
Native American Art Market at the Smithsonian 
Museum of the American Indian in Washington, 
DC, Native Treasures in Santa Fe, NM, the Autry 
Museum American Indian Arts Marketplace 
in Los Angeles, and the inaugural New Mexico 
Artisan Market in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

She has had her work selected for inclusion in the 
following exhibits: the 8th Annual New Mexico Photographic Art Show in Albuquerque, 
NM; the 1st Annual ‘Taos is Art’ Town of Taos Banner Competition in Taos, New Mexico; 
Full Circle: Taos Pueblo Contemporary in Taos, New Mexico; The Harwood Collection: 
Work By Women, the Harwood Museum in Taos, New Mexico; ‘Adventures in Taos’ 
photography exhibit in Taos, New Mexico; and the ‘Remarkable Women in Taos Art’ in 
Taos, New Mexico. Her photographs have been used in advertising campaigns by the 
town of Taos and have appeared in USA Today and other national publications.

Her work is influenced by both Ansel Adams and Georgia O’Keefe, but her authentic take 
of the distinguished architecture of the historic Taos Pueblo is distinctive.

Ms. Lujan is a classically trained violinist who has been playing for 40 years. When she is 
not playing in the Roswell Symphony Orchestra or the San Juan Symphony in Durango, 
CO, she is working at her gallery, Summer Rain Arts in her ancestral home in Taos 
Pueblo. She is also the Co-coordinator of the Taos Pueblo Powwow. 



Eddie Morrison, Tahlequah, Oklahoma
Cherokee 
Sculpture

Eddie Morrison was born in Tahlequah, Oklahoma 
where he was raised by his grandmother, Jane Batt 
Brackett. He attended Northeastern State University 
in Tahlequah and graduated from the Institute of 
American Indian Arts in Santa Fe with a degree in 
three-dimensional arts. Eddie specializes in creating 
three-dimensional works from wood, stone and 
bronze. His contemporary traditional style also 
incorporates relief-carved images which give his work 
multiple layers of visual interest and meaning. 

Eddie’s earliest artistic recollections are of his 
grandmother and aunt crafting quilts and crocheted 
items. He also remembers that “there was always 

someone doing something with wood” in his home and surroundings. 
“My best friend’s father would sit for hours on end carving pieces of 
wood into beautiful traditional bows and arrows.” He was also greatly 
influenced by Allan Houser. It was under Houser’s encouragement 
that he continued his studies on a more advanced level at the Institute 
of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. His work is in numerous private 
collections throughout the United States and several public collections. 

Eddie’s carvings and sculptures have also been displayed in the office 
of the Speaker of the House at the State Capital building in Kansas and 
in the Capitol rotunda. Eddie was chosen as artist of the month in June 
2000 by the American Indian Arts & Crafts Shop in the Department 
of Interior Building, Washington D.C. He also did a commissioned 
monument of the Chisholm Trail on the Kansas/Oklahoma border. Eddie 
won third Place in Sculpture at Tesoro’s Indian Market in 2014.



Pahponee, Elizabeth, Colorado
Kickapoo (Kansas)/Potawatomi 
Pottery

Pahponee is a self-taught artist who 
has been creating her pottery vessels 
since the early 1980’s.  Presently 
she is the only living member of her 
Tribe who creates pottery as she does. 
The traditions of her Kickapoo and 
Potawatomi heritage, originally a Great 
Lakes Culture, as well as the beauty 
of the natural world, are inspirational 
influences for her award-winning 
pottery designs.

Pahponee exhibits in person at numerous Indian markets and gallery shows nationwide. 
These specialty venues provide a personal and informative environment for Pahponee 
and her collectors.

Pahponee strives to produce refined, graceful and symmetrical shapes that depict 
natural carved images and textures that are meaningful to her.  She utilizes ancient 
Woodlands Style pottery methods, such as the use of native clay’s and buffalo dung firing.  
In addition, she often implements contemporary techniques, with the use of a potter’s 
wheel and kiln firing. 

Each hand signed Pahponee pottery vessel is a one of a kind. Pahponee recommends that 
her vessels be handled gently and require minimal care.  

Liquids or foods should not be placed within, or stored in the pottery vessels.  

Images of new pottery, market schedules and additional article’s about Pahponee may be 
accessed on her website, www.pahponee.com.



Darby Raymond-Overstreet,  
Santa Fe, New Mexico, 

Navajo 
Digital Art, Printmaking

Darby Raymond-Overstreet 
is an award winning digital 
artist and printmaker. Born in 
Tuba City, Arizona, and raised 
in Flagstaff Arizona, she is a 
proud member of the Navajo 
Nation. She received her B.A.s 
in Psychology and Studio Art 
and graduated with Honors 
from Dartmouth College in 
Hanover, NH in 2016.Through 

her work she studies, works with and creates Navajo/Diné pattern 
designs that materialize through portraits, landscapes, and abstract 
forms. Her work is heavily inspired by and derived from Traditional 
Diné/Navajo textiles woven in the late 1800’s-1950’s.



Sharon ‘Waawaaskonenhens’ Trudeau,  
Pahrump, Nevada

Odawa 
Bead Work

Beginning her journey into the world of art at age 
3, Sharon worked such mediums as pencil, pen, 
charcoal, pastels and paints. Born of the Odawa 
Nation and originating from an ancestral home 
renowned world- wide for its beautiful beadwork 
and artistry, mid-way through life, Sharon chose 
to put down her pencils and brushes and pick 
up a beading needle. Drawing on both heritage 
and love of art, this published, multi award-
winning, juried artist, uses beads as the medium 
with which to combine the two into uniqueness 
of design and blending of colors for one-of-a-
kind pieces and collections. A member of the 
IACA, the world’s leading American Indian Arts 
Alliance, and working under her Odawa name 
of Waawaaskonenhens, Sharon’s work is seen at 
art shows nationwide, including the prestigious 
Red Earth Festival, Santa Fe Indian Art Market, 
the Heard, Briscoe and Autry Museums, with 

many of her pieces currently displayed the Washington, DC and New York City NMAI 
gift shops. While best known for her original beadwork designs, Sharon’s artistry also 
encompasses a wide variety of both traditional and contemporary pieces incorporating 
the use of bone, quill, horn, shell, deerskin, fur pelts, sweet grass, willow, feathers, horse 
hair, antler and deer crowns.

Sharon believes, “Beading is my life’s passion and picking up that needle is like opening 
the door into my own little world. Working in the strongest stitch possible and creating 
pieces such as, ‘The Messengers’.

Pieces that fuel the imagination and bond together intense pride in art and heritage. 
Drawing on both, I have used beads as the medium with which to combine the two into 
uniqueness of design.”



Kathleen Wall, Jemez Pueblo, New Mexico
Jemez Pueblo 
Storyteller Pottery

Kathleen Wall, is from the Pueblo of 
Jemez and is mother to three children, 
Isaiah, Tyra, and Jesse, who have all 
grown up observing her diligent work. 
Taught as a child by her mother and 
aunts, who were taught by their mother, 
Wall carries on the matrilineal tradition 
of being a clay artist. Kathleen’s art 
although grounded in ancestral process & 
techniques, is found at the intersection of 
traditional and contemporary. Her work 
is present, reflective of her ever-evolving 
identity and relationship to her Pueblo 
heritage. Most renown for her Clay 
sculptures, Kathleen has more recently 
been challenging her own creativity in 
the areas of mixed media since her solo 

exhibit at the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center entitled “Celebrating 
Native Legacies.” Her current mixed media works are centered on 
the reclamation of Land & Identity, a concept which was birthed 
during her Fellowship at the School for Advanced Research. Wall 
has been a featured artist on the cover of New Mexico Magazine, as 
a fellow with the South Western Association of Indian Artists, and 
as a yearly participant at the Heard Museum Indian Art Market. 
Kathleen is grounded in the Pueblo of Jemez where she is an active 
member in her tribal community. Intimately linked to her art, 
Kathleen plans to continue fearlessly creating her work, sharing and 
embracing her understanding of her connection to clay. 



Peterson Yazzie, Greasewood Springs, Arizona
Navajo 
Painting, Wood Carving

The Navajo culture and personal 
experiences is the foundation of Yazzie’s 
work. Yazzie’s painting literally starts 
with a splash of paint sparked by an idea, 
the rest is completed with intuition and 
experimentation. Yazzie also carves what 
he has coined as “Yei wall sculptures”. 
These wall sculptures are carved, painted 
and adorned with natural exotic (legal) 
feathers. Yazzie has won numerous 
awards from prestigious art shows such 
as Heard Museum, Santa Fe Indian 
Market, Arizona State Museum, and 
Museum of Northern Arizona among 

others. Yazzie also illustrated the children’s book titled “The Hogan that 
great grandfather built” with Salina Bookshelf of Flagstaff, AZ. Yazzie 
has been awarded art fellowships from Vermont Studio Center, SWAIA, 
Wheelwright Museum (Goodman Fellowship), and the Heard Museum.

Peterson received an Associates of Fine Arts (2002) and Bachelors of 
Fine Arts Degree (2004) from the Institute of American Indian Arts, 
in Santa Fe, New Mexico. Peterson furthered his education by earning 
a Master of Fine Arts degree from the University of New Mexico in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico in 2008. Peterson is currently the Two 
Dimensional art instructor at Northland Pioneer College in Holbrook, 
Arizona since Fall 2011.

“My art is informed by my personal experiences and surroundings, 
through process and experimentation. I approach each piece with an open 
mind, I find art more exciting if it guides me. Life is filled with positive and 
negative energies, I find creativity is my key to maintaining balance. Art 
continues to connect me with amazing people throughout the world, I am 
forever thankful.” – Peterson Yazzie


